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(57) ABSTRACT 

A medical imaging system to segment an original blood ves 
sel of a body part represented by an original medical image is 
provided. The system includes an image analyzer for receiv 
ing and the original medical image to analyze the original 
medical image to provide a Hessian Eigen analysis compris 
ing a first data and a second data mapped to each pixel of the 
medical image, and an image identifier for receiving the Hes 
sian Eigen analysis and for identifying seed points from the 
pixels by processing the first data and the second data along 
with a vesselness property, wherein the seed points are used 
for segmenting the original blood vessel to provide a cor 
rected medical image representing a corrected blood vessel. 

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG 2 
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1. 

MEDICAL MAGING SYSTEM FOR 

SEGEMENTING BLOOD VESSEL 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

The embodiments herein generally relate to medical imag 
ing systems, and, more particularly, to a medical imaging 
system for segmenting blood vessels on a basis of Saptio 
temporal metric from electro-cardiograph data input. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

Medical images represent various parts of the human body 
like blood vessels, bones, etc. By analyzing the medical 
images clinicians can plantreatment for the patients and at the 
same time, the clinicians can be guided to operate the body 
part while operating over the body part, for example catheter 
guidance, image guidance for the Surgery. The medical 
images for Surgery guidance are analyzed by registering the 
medical image with pre-operative 3D medical data. During 
the registration, the blood vessels represented by the medical 
images are used as features, which further requires segmen 
tation of the blood vessels in real-time. Currently, segmenta 
tion of the blood vessels is done manually by clinicians which 
involves manual input of multiple points along the blood 
vessel direction to get blood vessel parameters like diameter 
and Stenoses detection. Such manual segmentations have 
reduced efficiency of clinicians, mis-detection of blood ves 
sels, etc. Manual segmentation is slow and prone to human 
errors, thus automatic segmentation of the blood vessels is 
desired. 

One probable way is disclosed by Matthias Schneider and 
Hari Sundar in "Automatic global vessel segmentation and 
catheter removal using local geometry information and vector 
field integration', where local probability map is combined 
with local directional vessel information to result into global 
vessel segmentation, where the segmentation is represented 
as a set of discrete streamlines populating the vascular struc 
tures and providing additional connectivity and geometric 
shape information and the streamlines are computed by 
numerical integration of the directional vector field that is 
obtained from eigen analysis of the local Hessian indicating 
the local vessel direction. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the foregoing, an embodiment herein includes a 
system to segment an original blood vessel of a body part 
represented by an original medical image comprising an 
image analyzer adapted to receive the original medical image 
for analyzing the original medical image to provide a Hessian 
Eigen analysis comprising a first data and a second data 
mapped to each pixel of the medical image, and an image 
identifier adapted to identify seed points from the pixels by 
processing the first data and the second data along with a 
vesselness property, wherein the seed points are used for 
segmenting the original blood vessel to provide a corrected 
medical image representing a corrected blood vessel. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the 
system includes a directional vector integrator for integrating 
the first data mapped to each pixel of the original medical 
image to provide a directional vector, an end detector for 
identifying ends of the original blood vessel using the vessel 
ness property and the directional vector, a blood vessel gen 
erator for generating a first level pruned blood vessels by 
using the vesselness property, the directional vector for every 
seed and the ends detected by the end detector, a length and 
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2 
density map generator for generating a length and density 
map using the first level pruned blood vessels generated from 
the blood vessel generator, Such that the length and density 
map comprises information of the pixels on the first level 
pruned blood vessels regarding a length of the first level 
pruned blood vessel and number of first level pruned blood 
vessels passing through the pixel, a centerline generator mod 
ule for generating a centerline by using the length and density 
map, and a image generator adapted to generate a partially 
pruned medical image representing a second level pruned 
blood vessel by extracting second level pruned blood vessels 
by using the centerline. 

According to another aspect, the system further includes a 
set identifier for receiving a series of the partially pruned 
images representing the second level pruned blood vessels at 
different location during different time interval of a physi 
ological cycle of a body part and to identify a set of the 
partially pruned medical images in same phase of the body 
part movement cycle, and an image comparator for compar 
ing every partially pruned medical images in the set with each 
other and to provide a corrected medical image representing 
corrected blood vessel on a basis of said comparison. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is further described hereinafter with 
reference to exemplary embodiments shown in the accompa 
nying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of an exemplary 
medical imaging system in accordance with an embodiment 
herein; 

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary workflow according to an 
embodiment, wherein a set identifier processes partially 
pruned medical images to group the images into a set of 
partially pruned medical images in similar phase of physi 
ological cycle; 

FIG.3 illustrates a graphical representation of ECG signals 
against time with ECG peaks being identified; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical representation of plotting of 
number of partially pruned medical images against phases of 
physiological cycle to identify a set of partially pruned medi 
cal images in same phases of physiological cycle; 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

The embodiments herein and the various features and 

advantageous details thereof are explained more fully with 
reference to the non-limiting embodiments that are illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings and detailed in the following 
description. Descriptions of well-known components and 
processing techniques are omitted so as to not unnecessarily 
obscure the embodiments herein. The examples used herein 
are intended merely to facilitate an understanding of ways in 
which the embodiments herein may be practiced and to fur 
ther enable those of skill in the art to practice the embodi 
ments herein. Accordingly, the examples should not be con 
Strued as limiting the scope of the embodiments herein. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a system 1 to 
segment an original blood vessel of a body part represented 
by an original medical image 2 inaccordance with an embodi 
ment herein. As illustrated, the system 1 includes an image 
analyzer 3 which receives the original medical image 2 for 
analyzing the image 2 to provide a Hessian Eigen analysis 4 
comprising a first data 5 and a second data 6 mapped to each 
pixel of the medical image 2, and an image identifier 7 which 
identifies seedpoints 28 from the pixels by processing the first 
data 5 and the second data 6 along with a vesselness property 
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8, wherein the seed points 28 are used for segmenting the 
original blood vessel to provide a corrected medical image 23 
comprising a corrected blood vessel. 
On convolution of the original medical image 2 with partial 

second order derivative of Gaussian kernel, the Hessian Egien 
analysis 4 is generated. The Hessian Eigen analysis 4 has 
following characteristics: 

Small curvature along tube direction 
large curvature along perpendicular direction 

This translates to small value of first eigenvalue 1 and first 
eigenvector v1 in the direction of the tubular structure and 
larger value of second eigenvalue W2 with the eigenvector V2 
perpendicular to the tubular structure, wherein the first eigen 
value 1 and first eigenvector v1 together represents the first 
data 5, and the second eigenvalue 2 with the eigenvector V2 
represents the second data 6. The first data 5 and second data 
6 together represent the Hessian Eigen analysis 4. 

In an alternate embodiment, the image identifier 7 identify 
the seed points 28 from the pixels by processing the first data 
5 and the second data 6 by threshold the first data 5 and the 
second data 6 along with the vesselness property 8. 
The original image 2 adapted to analyze the medical image 

to generate the vessellness property 8 using the Hessian Eigen 
analysis 4. In an alternate embodiment, the vesselness prop 
erty 8 can be generated by any other algorithm independent to 
the system 1. 

The system 1 further includes a directional vector integra 
tor 9, an end detector 11, a blood vessel generator 13, a blood 
vessel generation module, a length and density map generator 
15, a centerline generator 17 and a image generator 19, which 
cooperates together to produce a partially pruned medical 
image 20 every seeds 28 identified by the image identifier. 
The directional vector integrator 9 integrates the first data 5 
mapped to each pixel of the original medical image 2 to 
provide a directional vector 10 which are used by the blood 
vessel generator 13 to generate a first level pruned blood 
vessel 14 in a direction referred by the directional vector 10. 
The end detector 11 identifies ends 12 of the original blood 
vessel using the vesselness property 8 and the directional 
vector 10, so that by using these ends 12 the blood vessel 
generator 13 will stop generating the first level pruned blood 
vessels 14 at these ends 12. The blood vessel generator 13 
generates the first level pruned blood vessels 14 by using the 
vesselness property 8, the directional vector 10 for every seed 
28 and the ends 12 detected by the end detector 11. The 
vesselness property 8 provides input for geometry and shape 
of the corrected blood vessel at each seed 28. The length and 
density map generator 15 generates a length and density map 
16 using the first level pruned blood vessel 14 generated from 
the blood vessel generator 13, such that the length and density 
map 16 includes information of the pixels of the first level 
pruned blood vessel 14 regarding a length of the first level 
pruned blood vessel 14 and number of first level pruned blood 
vessels 14 passing through the pixel. The centerline generator 
17 generates a centerline generator 18 by using the length and 
density map 16, wherein the centerline generator 18 extracts 
the second level blood vessel on a basis of the length and 
density map 16 to generate the partially pruned medical 
image 20 representing the second level pruned blood vessel 
using the image generator 19. In an alternate embodiment, the 
length and density map 16 includes information of the pixels 
on the first level pruned blood vessels 14 regarding length of 
the longest blood vessel. Yet alternatively, the length and 
density map generator 15 may includes information of any 
other significant vessels, or any critical vessel, or all the 
vessels. 
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4 
The second level pruned blood vessels generated are still 

crude and have noise in respect to the original blood vessels 
from the original image 2. So, to reduce the noise, the system 
1 further includes a set identifier21 which receives a series of 

the partially pruned medical images 20 representing the sec 
ond level pruned blood vessel at different location during 
different time interval of a physiological cycle of the body 
part and identifies a set 21 of the partially pruned medical 
images 20 in same phase of the body part movement cycle, 
and an image comparator 22 which compares every partially 
pruned medical images 20 in the set 21 with each other and to 
provide a corrected image representing a corrected blood 
vessel on a basis of said comparison. The original blood 
vessel represented in this embodiment is a coronary artery 
and the physiological cycle is a heartbeat cycle. In an alter 
nate embodiment, the original blood vessel may represent 
from lungs or kidney or any such body parts and the physi 
ological cycle can be related to such body parts to which the 
original blood vessels belongs to. 
The system 1 also includes a blood vessel distance trans 

form generator 24 which generates a blood vessel distance 
transform map 25 for each partially pruned medical image 20 
in the set 21, wherein the image comparator 22 compares 
every partially pruned medical images 20 in the set 21 with 
each other by Superimposing the second level pruned blood 
vessels in each of the partially pruned medical images 20 of 
the set 21 onto the blood vessel distance transform map 25 of 
each of the partially pruned medical image 20. The image 
comparator 22 Superimposes the second level pruned blood 
vessels in each of the partially pruned medical images 20 of 
the set 21 onto the blood vessel distance transform map 25 of 
each of the corrected image by calculation a distance on 
Summing values represented on the blood vessel distance 
transform map 25 and the image comparator 22 outputs the 
corrected medical image 23 representing the corrected blood 
vessel if the distance is greater than a maximum value. 
To analyze the corrected medical image 23 more effec 

tively, a color marker 36 for color-coding is provided as a part 
of the system 1 to color code the corrected blood vessels 
represented by the corrected medical images 23 to provide a 
color coded blood vessels 27. 

An exemplary workflow for processing the partially 
pruned images by a set identifier to group partially pruned 
medical images into a set of partially pruned medical images 
in similar phase of physiological cycle is illustrated in FIG. 2. 
In step 201, information about ECG signals for a series of 
partially pruned images is extracted from a patient data file, 
wherein the series of the partially pruned medical images 
represents the second level pruned blood vessels at different 
location during different time interval of a physiological 
cycle of a body part. In step 202, peaks of the ECG signals are 
detected by using a limit which is determined adaptively, by 
finding the maxima and minima of the ECG signal. In step 
203, phases are assigned based on specific location in a com 
plete physiological cycle. For the processing purposes by the 
identifier only the partially pruned medical images lying 
between the complete physiological cycle is being considered 
and not the partially pruned medical image during the starting 
or ending of the physiological cycle. In step 204, the partially 
pruned medical images are grouped on a basis of similarity of 
phases. In a case, when the angiography based original medi 
cal images are used, the acquisition rate of the original medi 
cal images is much lower that the ECG signal data rate and the 
original medical images are not available at all the time 
instants, but only at discrete intervals. For two partially 
pruned medical images to be iso-phase, we fix a threshold 
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A-(1/FPS), FPS is the acquisition rate of the original medical 
images. Hence criterion for detecting the iso-phase partially 
pruned medical images is: 

where, 01 and 02 are the phases of two partially pruned 
medical images 

In general, the numbers of groups are determined by the 
relationship below: 

TR-R is the time interval between two physiological peaks. 
To further explain FIG.2, FIG.3 and FIG. 4 together can be 

discussed in reference to FIG. 2, wherein the references from 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 are used while discussing the aspects of 
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4. 

FIG.3 illustrates a graphical representation of ECG signals 
against time with ECG peaks being identified according to the 
workflow of step 202 in FIG. 2. On X-axis time is shown 
which represents time period of acquisition of series of origi 
nal images 2 during the physiological cycles of a body part. 
While, on y axis data relating to the ECG signal is provided. 
The plotting of ECG signals and the time is represented by a 
curve B. The peaks of the ECG are identified by the set 
identifier21 by using a limit which is determined adaptively, 
by finding the maxima and minima of the ECG signal and the 
peaks identified are marked on the graph as A. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical representation of plotting of 
number of partially pruned medical images 20 in a series 
against phases of physiological cycle when the series of par 
tially pruned medical images 20 have been captured to iden 
tify a set 21 of partially pruned medical image 20 in same 
phases of physiological cycle by the set identifier 21 as 
explained in the workflow of FIG. 2 in step 204. The x-axis 
represents the numberings of the partially pruned medical 
images 20 and the y-axis represents the phases of the physi 
ological cycles. In the graphical representation, the partially 
pruned medical images 20 of the series are numbered through 
K through T, according to which group out of K throughT 
the partially pruned medical images 20 belongs, wherein K 
through T represents groups of partially pruned medical 
images 20 in similar phase of the physiological cycle. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A medical imaging system for segmenting an original 
blood vessel of a body part represented by an original medical 
image, comprising: 

an image analyzer adapted to receive and analyze the origi 
nal medical image for providing a Hessian Eigen analy 
sis comprising a first data and a second data mapped to 
each pixel of the original medical image: 

an image identifier adapted to receive the Hessian Eigen 
analysis for identifying seed points from the pixel by 
processing the first data and the second data along with 
a vesselness property; 

a directional vector integrator adapted to integrate the first 
data mapped to the each pixel of the original medical 
image to provide a directional vector; 

an end detector adapted to identify ends of the original 
blood vessel using the vesselness property and the direc 
tional vector; 

a blood vessel generator adapted to generate first level 
pruned blood vessels by using the vesselness property, 
the directional vector, and the ends detected by the end 
detector; 

a length and density map generator adapted to generate a 
length and density map using the first level pruned blood 
vessels, the length and density map comprising a length 
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6 
of the first level pruned blood vessels and number of the 
first level pruned blood vessels passing through pixels 
on the first level pruned blood vessels; 

a centerline generator module adapted to generate a cen 
terline by using the length and density map: 

an image generator adapted to generate a partially pruned 
medical image representing second level pruned blood 
vessels by using the centerline; 

a set identifier adapted to receive a series of the partially 
pruned medical image at different locations during dif 
ferent time intervals of a physiological cycle of the body 
part and to identify a set of the partially pruned medical 
images in a same phase of the physiological cycle of the 
body part; and 

an image comparator adapted to compare the partially 
pruned medical images in the set with each other and to 
provide the corrected medical image representing the 
corrected blood vessel based on the comparison, 

wherein the seed points are used for segmenting the origi 
nal blood vessel to provide a corrected medical image 
representing a corrected blood vessel. 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the image 
identifier processes the first data and the second data by 
threshold the first data and the second data along with the 
vesselness property. 

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein the image 
analyzer is adapted to analyze the original medical image to 
generate the vesselness property using the Hessian Eigen 
analysis. 

4. The system according to the claim 1, wherein the origi 
nal blood vessel is a coronary artery and the physiological 
cycle is a heartbeat cycle. 

5. The system according to the claim 1, further comprising: 
a blood vessel distance transform generator adapted to 

generate a blood vessel distance transform map for each 
of the partially pruned medical images in the set, 
wherein the image comparator is adapted to compare the 
partially pruned medical images in the set with each 
other by Superimposing the second level pruned blood 
vessels in the set of the partially pruned medical images 
onto the blood vessel distance transform map. 

6. The system according to the claim 5, wherein the image 
comparator is adapted to calculate a distance on Summing 
values represented on the blood vessel distance transform 
map for Superimposing the second level pruned blood vessels 
in the set of the partially pruned medical images onto the 
blood vessel distance transform map and to output the cor 
rected medical image representing the corrected blood vessel 
if the distance is greater than a maximum value. 

7. The system according to claim 1, further comprising a 
color marker adapted to provide color coded blood vessels by 
marking the corrected blood vessel distinctively using vari 
ous colors. 

8. A method for segmenting an original blood vessel of a 
body part represented by an original medical image, compris 
1ng: 

receiving and analyzing the original medical image by an 
image analyzer for providing a Hessian Eigen analysis 
comprising a first data and a second data mapped to each 
pixel of the medical image; 

receiving the Hessian Eigen analysis and identifying seed 
points from the pixel by processing the first data and the 
second data along with a vesselness property by an 
image identifier; 

integrating the first data mapped to the each pixel of the 
original medical image to provide a directional vector by 
a directional vector integrator, 
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identifying ends of the original blood vessel using the 
vesselness property and the directional vector by an end 
detector; 

generating first level pruned blood vessels by using the 
Vessellness property, the directional vector, and the ends 
detected by a blood vessel generator; 

generating a length and density map using the first level 
pruned blood vessels by the blood vessel generator, the 
length and density map comprising a length of the first 
level pruned blood vessel and number of the first level 
pruned blood vessels passing through pixels on the first 
level pruned blood vessels, 

generating a centerline by a centerline generator using the 
length and density map: 

generating a partially pruned medical image by an image 
generator for extracting second level pruned blood ves 
sels using the centerline; 

receiving a series of the partially pruned medical images 
representing the second level pruned blood vessels at 
different locations during different time intervals of a 
physiological cycle of a body part by a set identifier; 

identifying a set of the partially pruned medical images in 
a same phase of the physiological cycle of the body part 
by the set identifier, 

comparing the partially pruned medical images in the set 
with each other by an image comparator; and 

providing the corrected medical images representing the 
corrected blood vessel based on the comparison by the 
image comparator, 

wherein the seed points are used for segmenting the origi 
nal blood vessel to provide a corrected medical image 
representing a corrected blood vessel 
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9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the first data 

and the second data is processed by threshold the first data and 
the second data along with the vesselness property. 

10. The method according to claim 8, further comprising 
analyzing the original medical image to generate the vessel 
ness property using the Hessian Eigen analysis by the image 
analyzer. 

11. The method according to claim 8, wherein the original 
blood vessel is a coronary artery and the physiological cycle 
is a heartbeat cycle. 

12. The method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
generating a blood vessel distance transform map for each 

of the partially pruned medical images in the set by a 
blood vessel distance transform generator, 

wherein the partially pruned medical images in the set are 
compared with each other by superimposing the second 
level pruned blood vessels in the set of the partially 
pruned medical images onto the blood vessel distance 
transform map. 

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the second 
level pruned blood vessels in the set of the partially pruned 
medical images is superimposed onto the blood vessel dis 
tance transform map by calculating a distance on summing 
values represented on the blood vessel distance transform 
map and the corrected medical image representing the cor 
rected blood vessel is output if the distance is greater than a 
maximum value. 

14. The method according to claim 8, further comprising 
marking the corrected blood vessel distinctively using a color 
code by a color marker to provide color coded blood vessels. 
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